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Changes to NTG Procurement Assessment Processes 
CCFNT have for the past 18 months been advocating for changes to the 

procurement processes that operate within the NT Government. Two of 

our key priorities has been to  

 Work with the NT Government and other key organisations to create a 

more transparent and equitable procurement process for the civil 

sector. Procurement processes must be reviewed and streamlined to 

ensure transparency, fairness and efficiency.  

 Create an equitable and auditable rating system for the assessment of 

Local Content within the NT Government’s procurement system.  

It was good to see recently that the Acting Chief Minister Nicole Manison 

announced an overhaul of the procurement assessment process. CCFNT 

will work with the government during the review to ensure that the civil 

sectors priority items are met. While it is disappointing that the review will 

not be fully implemented until 2021 (month unknown), we will push to 

have the local content assessment process as a priority and this item 

completed in coming months. Local civil contractors shouldn’t have their 

localness tested on a tender by tender basis, with huge variability in 

assessment outcomes. 

Acting Chief Minister Nicole Manison (right) meeting with (from left) Tomo 

Ostojic, Ian Hinchliffe (CCFNT President) and Denys Steadman (Local Industry 

Advocate) 

 

 

 
NEWSLETTER 

February 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civil Contractors Federation NT 

Development House 

76 The Esplanade 

P (08) 8999 6221 

M  0410 533 263 

E ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au 

ccfnt.com.au 

 

 

Tom Harris 
CEO 

mailto:ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au
https://www.ccfnt.com.au/


 

CCFNT NEWSLETTER | 2020 FEB  Page | 2    

 

Changes to NTG Procurement Assessment Processes (cont...) 
The following comments have been taken from NT Government press releases.  

 

The Territory Government has announced a significant improvement in the procurement assessment 

process that will cut red tape. The new Value for Territory Test has come out of our conversations with 

industry. It will make tendering easier, clearer and more transparent because we know you don’t have an 

army of consultants to fill out confusing paperwork. 

The Territory Labor Government is improving the current procurement assessment process to cut red tape 
and make tendering easier for Territory businesses.   

The new Value for Territory Test will be easier, fairer and more transparent – helping boost local business 
and local jobs. 

The Government has listened to the feedback from key stakeholders – individual businesses, the Buy Local 
Advocate, Chamber of Commerce NT, Civil Contractors Federation NT, Master Builders NT and Government 
agencies about the current assessment framework for determining government contracts.    

They’ve told us it can sometimes be too subjective, inconsistent and confusing for local businesses who are 
bidding for work. 

We want to make it as easy, and fair as it possibly can be for locals to get work. We’ve listened to the 
advice and now we’re acting – with a new test which puts Territory businesses and Territory jobs first. 

Local jobs and buying local are at the centre of the Value for Territory Test – strengthening the Territory’s 
Buy Local Plan and providing consistent delivery. 

Industry input is vital to ensure we get this right, and that the largest portion of every dollar spent by the 
Northern Territory Government is retained in the Territory and delivers benefits for our economy, small 
businesses and local jobs. 

Consultation with industry will begin immediately and is expected to be completed by April 2020, with full 
implementation of the new assessment framework concluding in 2021. 
 

 

HiQA Lab Tour, Talk and BBQ 

Thank you to Luke, Daniel and the team at HiQA for providing members of 

CCFNT with an opportunity to better understand the key components of 

construction materials testing processes. It was a great session that touched 

on lab techniques, equipment and testing variability and outcomes. HiQA 

have offered to provide a similar briefing in other regions in the Territory 

and we are working with them to make this happen. It was a valuable 

information session for industry.  
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HiQA Lab Tour, Talk and BBQ  (cont…) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lab tour, talk and BBQ at HiQA on 7 Feb 2020 

 

 

Traffic Management Briefing  

Our CCFNT / TMAA temporary Traffic 

Management Workshops hosted by Dr Dan 

Sullivan were a huge success with over 115 

industry representatives attending the two 

sessions that were held. Dan walked 

participants through the 2019 update of 

the Australian Standard (AS1742.3) and 

highlighted the key changes and additions 

contained in the updated standard 

compared with the previous version. He also 

provided an overview of the Austroads 2019 Guidelines for Temporary Traffic Management.  

We are working with Dan to deliver a similar session in a couple of our region centres. We will update you 

on dates, once they are known. 
 

2019 Guide to Temporary Traffic Management (AGTTM) 
Each section of this 10 part guide is available to download (pdf files) at: 

Guide to Temporary Traffic Management (AGTTM) 

Part 1:   Introduction 

Part 2:   Traffic Management Planning 

Part 3:   Static Worksites 

Part 4:   Mobile Works 

Part 5:   Short Term Low Impact Worksites 

Part 6:   Field Staff-Implementation & Operation 

Part 7:   Traffic Controllers 

Part 8:   Processes and Procedures 

Part 9:   Sample Layouts 

Part 10: Supporting Guidance 
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Participants at the CCFNT Traffic Management workshop  

 

https://austroads.com.au/latest-news/new-guide-will-improve-safety-of-road-workers-and-users-across-australasia
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Federal Government’s Additional $1.1 Billion spend at RAAF Base Tindal  
The Prime Minister’s announcement that an additional $1.1 Billion will be spent on upgrades to RAAF Base 

Tindal, is a fantastic result for the civil sector in the Territory. This funding is in addition to all previously 

announced packages and will include $737 Million towards upgrading airfield services, including extending 

the runway, parking apron extensions, fuel storage facilities and the construction of a new air movements 

terminal.  

There will be an additional $437 Million provided for infrastructure upgrades on the base that will include 

power, water and sewerage as well as over 100 units for Defence force personnel.  

The Prime Minister highlighted that the Federal Government were committed to spending $1.6 Billion 

(inclusive of new $1.1 Billion commitment) at RAAF Base Tindal. He said that Tindal is strategically 

significant as a forward operating base to provide support to Australia’s air combat capabilities and that of 

our allies. The investment will enhance air combat capability and our engagement with allies through the 

conduct of the joint exercises, particularly with the United States Air Force. The Prime Minister stated that 

the $1.1 Billion investment will be 

undertaken over 7 years with 

completion expected by the end of 

2027. 

Given the economic conditions currently 

being experienced by the construction 

sector in the Northern Territory, we 

need to see all of the committed funds 

expended in the stated time frames.  

 

 

Culvert Specifications and Drawings 
Shortly after the publication of our January newsletter I received a draft version of the NT Government’s 

updated drainage standard drawings. The drawings have been updated to: 

 Define Exposure Classification, concrete class and strength 

 Provide some consistency in reinforcement for sizes under and over 900mm in RCP diameter and RCBC 
height  

 Headwall sizes 

 Wingwall sizes and connection to headwalls 

 Note on when to use nibs on drawings CS3111 and 3112. 

 Inclusion of 5% cement stabilised sand as an alternative to lean mix concrete 
 
CCFNT’s specifications sub-committee of Ian Hinchliffe, John Klaas, Mark Wilkes and Jacob Skewes are 

currently reviewing the draft documents and will provide feedback to the Government in the coming week. 

If any member would like to view the draft documents, please contact me.  
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Infrastructure Australia 2020 Priority List 
A record breaking 147 infrastructure proposals are on the Infrastructure Australia 2020 Priority List. 

The latest edition of the Infrastructure Priority List identifies a project pipeline worth more than $58 Billion.  

While there are only three projects currently listed from the Territory, it is good to see that a new high 

priority initiative has been listed in February this year – National Road Maintenance Strategy. 

Problem 

The cost of maintaining roads in Australia is growing and the overall maintenance backlog is increasing. 

Australia’s road network faces increasing demands from a growing population. Total vehicle kilometres 

travelled grew on average by 1.95% per annum between 1998 and 2018. The size of the network is also 

growing, with the expansion of existing roads and the construction of new ones. Meanwhile, there is a 

limited link between funding for road services and the actual use of roads. This leads to funding challenges 

for ongoing maintenance, particularly where the capital expenditure of new roads is funded and future 

maintenance is not. The 2019 Australian Infrastructure Audit identifies an underspend on historical 

maintenance, short budgetary and funding cycles, a lack of data and incentives, and inadequate reporting 

as factors contributing to maintenance backlogs across infrastructure sectors. 

Proposed initiative 
The initiative would address the road maintenance backlog across local, state and national roads. Key steps 

include: 

 a comprehensive review of road condition across Australia; 

 prioritising and fixing roads in poor condition using a structured and evidence based process; 

 considering reform options, including road regulatory reform and more structural reforms such as road-

user charging. 

There is also an opportunity to implement more pre-emptive maintenance. Early maintenance on assets 

such as pavement can significantly reduce future costs, if timed correctly. This initiative requires action 

from local and state/territory governments to identify, categorise and prioritise the necessary responses in 

their areas of responsibility. 

CCFNT Industry Briefing Session 
On the 25th of March we will be holding our first information session for the year at Rydges Palmerston. We 

will have updates from DIPL on their current civil program, DTBI on how best to position your business to 

win NTG tender opportunities, Industrial Manslaughter Legislation, CAL discussion and CCFNT election 

platform.  

I look forward to seeing you on the 25th of March. 

Cheers 

Tom Harris 

CEO 
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SAVE THE DATE 

CCFNT / DIPL INFO SESSION 

WEDNESDAY 25TH MARCH 

RYDGES PALMERSTON 
5.30PM - 8.30PM 
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CCF NATIONAL URGES PASSAGE OF ‘ENSURE 
INTEGRITY BILL’ 
 
The Federal Government is looking to reintroduce the ‘Ensure Integrity Bill’ (“the Bill”) into 

Parliament following the Bill’s defeat in the Senate late last year. The Government needs 

the support of the Senate crossbench to get the Bill through. 

Civil Contractors Federation National put forward a submission last year supporting the Bill 

and continues urge the Senate to vote in favour of the Bill.  

Rogue union behaviour, and that of individual union officers must be brought to account 

and the Bill seeks to address that as follows: 

 By including serious criminal offences punishable by five or more years’ imprisonment; 

 By including a discretionary regime that allows the Federal Court to disqualify officials 

from holding office in certain circumstances; 

 By making it an offence for a person to continue to act as an official or in a way that 

influences the affairs of an organisation once they have been disqualified; 

 By allowing the Federal Court to cancel the registration of an organisation on a range of 

grounds including in relation to unlawful or otherwise improper conduct of the affairs of 

the organisation;  

 By expanding the grounds on which the Federal Court may order remedial action to deal 

with governance issues in an organisation and expressly provide that the Federal Court 

may appoint an administrator to an organisation or part of an organisation;  

 By introducing a public interest test for amalgamations of registered organisations. 

Australia’s $100 billion pipeline of civil infrastructure projects needs a level of assurance 

and protection from costly delays and interruption caused by unscrupulous and unlawful 

individuals and unions who repeatedly exploit gaps in the current regulatory framework, 

which in many cases occur without the consent of their members and are not in the best 

interest of their members, or the general public. 

The CCF acknowledges that the Government was re-elected with a clear mandate to 

implement its commitment to effectively deal with registered organisations that are 

dysfunctional or not serving the interests of their members, and therefore CCF supports 

the passage of the Bill through the Parliament. 

 

 

 

 

 

CCF NATIONAL 
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2020 TRAINEE & APPRENTICE AWARDS 

nominations are now open for 

 First Year Apprentice of the Year  Sponsored by Dial Before You Dig 

 NT Mature Age Achiever  Sponsored by ETAS 

 Indigenous Trainee Award  Sponsored by NT Government 

 Rae Snodgrass Apprentice of the Year  Sponsored by Civil Train 

These Awards recognise the outstanding work of Trainees and Apprentices while also recognising their 
employer.  Winners will be awarded with a framed certificate and prize of $750. 

Nominees will be a resident of the Northern Territory who has completed or is enrolled in a Vocational 
Education and Training Course that leads to a nationally recognised outcome between 1 July 2019 and 
30 June 2020. 

Adult or mature age nominees must be 21 years or older when they commence their apprenticeship 
and will complete, or are due to complete their training course between July 2019 - June 2020. 

Nominations close Friday 22nd May. Contact ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au | 0418 826 168 (Ann) 

 

2020 Civil Contractors Federation NT 

 Earth Awards Gala Dinner 
incorporating the 

CCFNT Trainee and Apprentice Awards 

6.30PM FRIDAY 26 JUNE 

Expressions of Interest  
CLOSE 

FRIDAY 24 April 

Submissions 
DUE 

FRIDAY 8 May 
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Local Jobs Fund to Build the Terabit Territory  
The Territory Labor Government will partner with the private sector to upgrade the Northern Territory’s 

existing fibre-optic cable network from 400 gigabits to 20 terabits – a once-in-a-generation infrastructure 

upgrade that will bring new investment, new industries and new jobs to the Territory. 

At his annual Year Ahead address earlier this month, the 

Chief Minister announced the Territory Government’s 

Local Jobs Fund will invest $7.9 million in a joint project 

with leading Australian telecommunications company 

Vocus, who will invest $10 million to upgrade fibre-optic 

cables across the Territory. 

Building the ‘Terabit Territory’ will bring the NT in line 

with telecommunications infrastructure Australia-wide, 

meaning the Territory will no longer be a laggard when it 

comes to digital technology. 

This massive increase in the volume and speed of digital services will mean: 

 Faster internet speeds within the Territory; 

 Attracting new businesses to the Territory; 

 Attracting private investment in data centres – a new industry for the Territory; and 

 A direct fibre-optic link to the huge technology hubs in Singapore and South-East Asia. 

The Territory Government’s contribution is tied to Vocus connecting Darwin to Singapore with fibre-optic 

cable – providing the Territory with its first direct international data and telecommunications connection. 

The Territory Government’s investment will upgrade the network 

throughout the NT – from Darwin to Katherine, Tennant Creek 

and Alice Springs – while Vocus will upgrade the Territory’s 

connection to Adelaide and Queensland. 

Vocus has already undertaken works in the Territory with the 46-

kilomtre undersea fibre optic cable to the Tiwi Islands. 

Vocus is a Territory employer with an excellent track record of 

using local contractors. They will look to Territory businesses for 

civil, electrical, welding, haulage and machining work throughout 

the NT. 

At the moment, Sydney is Australia’s capital for 

telecommunications services, and they are winning the new jobs 

being created in the fast-growing digital economy. 

But the Territory is situated much closer to the investment and 

job opportunities coming from South-East Asia, and with an 

upgraded fibre-optic network, we can win the jobs of the future.  

It’s time for the Territory to join the tech jobs boom.  

 

   CCFNT NEWS 

 

Looking to promote your 

business?  

 

CCFNT Annual Sponsorship 

Packages 

are now available. 

 

Choose from  

Gold, Silver or Bronze 

Sponsorship 
 

Contact us: ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au 
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2020  

SUBBIE OF THE YEAR AWARD 

Nominations now open 

 

  

https://www.1100.com.au/
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2020   
25 

MAR 
WEDNESDAY 

5.30 PM CCFNT / DIPL Darwin Information Session 
Rydges Palmerston 

   

 
TBA 

  

 CCFNT / DIPL Alice Springs Information Session 

   

   
TBA 

   

 CCFNT / DIPL Katherine Information Session 

   

26 
JUN 

FRIDAY 
6.30 PM Earth Awards / Training Awards Gala Dinner 

   

18 
JUL 

SATURDAY 
1.00 PM 

CCFNT / TMAA Ladbrokes Derby Day 
Darwin Turf Club 

   

27 
AUG 

THURSDAY 
 CCFNT AGM 

   

09 
SEP 

WEDNESDAY 
 

CCFNT / DIPL Information Session 
Darwin 

   

13 
NOV 

FRIDAY 
 CCF National Earth Awards 

   

27 
NOV 

FRIDAY 
12.30 PM CCFNT President's Christmas Lunch 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 EVENT CALENDAR 

REMINDER ! 

Expressions of Interest  
CLOSE 

FRIDAY 24 April 
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CCFNT thanks our valued sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019-2020 CCFNT BOARD  

 

 
Ian Hinchliffe   

President 

 
 

President Ian Hinchliffe  Ostojic Group 

Vice-President Sam Sage  SAGE Constructions 

National Board Member Mike Cull  Halkitis Bros 

Treasurer Pat Coleman  Top End Line Markers 

Directors Jacob Skewes  Aldebaran Contracting 

John Klaas  Allan King & Sons Construction 

Scott Chapman  East Arm Civil 

Mic Bellis  NT Bitumen & Asphalt 

Mark Wilkes  Sitzler 

Chief Executive Officer Tom Harris 
 


