
 
 
 
 
CEO COMMENTS   
 

Resignation of Opposition Leader 
Last week Gary Higgins announced his intention to resign as Opposition 

Leader due to personal reasons. Gary did state that he had a number of 

health issues that needed to be dealt with and that he could not 

effectively serve as the Opposition Leader while addressing those issues.  

Gary’s resignation will be effective from the 1st of February and he will 

serve the rest of the term of parliament as the Member for Daly and is 

committed to supporting Lia Finocchiaro as the new Opposition Leader.  

We wish Gary all the best for the future and hope that his health issues 

are resolved quickly.  

NT Election 
With the next Territory election scheduled to be held on the 22nd of 

August, CCFNT are working to have our Election Platform priority items 

finalised in the next couple of weeks, so that we can seek comment and 

commitment from each of the key political parties leading up to the 

election. If you have issues that you think should be included in our 

document, please contact me at your earliest convenience. It doesn’t 

matter how big or small the item is, if you think it will assist the civil sector 

to do business in the NT, please contact me. 

Culvert Specifications and Drawings 
For many months now, we have been in communication with DIPL 

representatives regarding the confusion and ambiguity that the newest 

technical drawings associated with the construction and placement of 

culverts is causing civil contractors. I know that many of you are extremely 

frustrated with the time that it is taking to get an alternate set of technical 

drawings produced.  

I had hoped that this would be sorted prior to the end of 2019, but I am 

now told that changes still need to be finalised and then reviewed 

internally within DIPL by staff who have worked on projects that have 

generated some of the queries. This has taken too long and I would hope 

that we will have a positive response from the NTG in the very near 

future. 
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HiQA Lab Tour 

There have been many discussions between contractors and government about variations in construction 

material testing results that occur during civil construction projects. It is clear that we all need to better 

understand the testing processes to ensure that contractual deadlines are met and there are no liquidated 

damage claims associated with project delivery.  

The HiQA team have offered our members a chance to walk through their Darwin Laboratory and have a 

conversation about testing processes, results and variability of outcomes. This would be followed up with a 

BBQ / few drinks.  

The HiQA Lab tour and talk will be held on Friday the 7th of February from 5pm at HiQA’s Tivendale 

laboratory, 1/6 Wedding Road. Please let us know if you will be attending.  

Traffic Management 

On the 12th of February, CCFNT in partnership with the Traffic Management Association of Australia will be 

hosting an important traffic management briefing to highlight changes in the revised Australian Standards 

for Traffic Management. We are very fortunate to have Dr Dan Sullivan as the presenter for this event. Dan 

has been leading a cultural change in guidance, training and registration for the temporary traffic 

management industry and was project manager for the Austroads safety at Road Worksites Project.  

If traffic management activities occur on any of your projects, I would encourage you to ensure that 

someone from your organisation attends this briefing. Please let us know if you will be attending.  

Industrial Manslaughter  
Late last year CCFNT made a submission to the Economic Policy Scrutiny Committee in regard to the NT 

Government’s proposed Industrial Manslaughter Legislation. The below is an extract from our submission.  

In a recent press release issued by Attorney-General Natasha Fyles, the following was stated:  

“These laws will help protect Territorians at their place of work, and mean employers are on notice about 

unsafe practices and sites”.  

CCFNT is concerned that there is no intention to include employees and their responsibilities in the 

legislation. This approach is illogical and unfair, given workplace safety should be a primary concern for 

everyone on a worksite. The current direction of the legislation would see arguably innocent business 

owners and office holders potentially prosecuted due to rogue actions of employees. The Government 

should seek to deter employees along with everyone else from engaging in criminally negligent conduct 

that could cause death.  

cont… 
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Industrial Manslaughter (cont...) 
 

The CCF supports any initiative that will serve to create safer workplaces in Australia. 

The CCF does not consider the proposed introduction of industrial manslaughter will enhance or improve 

safety outcomes. CCF support initiatives that improve safety in the workplace as well as improve safety 

culture and attitude within businesses. This outcome is best achieved through proactive measures in 

education safety programs and safety leadership mentoring. We do not believe that the proposed 

amendments will improve safety in the workplace.  

The concerns of the civil sector and many other industry representative groups went unheard and on the 

27th of November 2019, the Territory’s first Industrial Manslaughter legislation was passed by the NT 

Legislative Assembly. The maximum penalty for an individual is imprisonment for life. A business found 

guilty of this new offence could face a maximum penalty of 65,000 penalty units or $10,075,000 under 

the 2019-20 penalty unit rate. 

CCFNT is working to include a briefing from a suitably qualified legal practitioner on the Industrial 

Manslaughter Legislation at our information sessions during the year.  

US Defense Authorisation Act 

Ward Keller and Cordatis LLP, have recently released a very informative one page briefing on US Defense 

activities in the Northern Territory for the 2020 Fiscal Year. We thank Ward Keller for allowing us to re-

publish the information below.  

Effective Advocacy  

My effectiveness as an advocate for the civil sector is only as good as the information that I receive from 

the industry. If you have an issue or concern, please pick up the phone and give me a call.  

 

 

Tom Harris 

CEO 
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07 
FEB  

FRIDAY 
 Lab Tour 

5.00 PM Have you been frustrated and confused by the results that you’ve received back from a Construction 
Materials Testing Company? Do you want to better understand the “Dark Arts” and “Wizardry” associated 
with testing processes and results? Do you have questions that you feel have never been adequately 
answered about Construction Materials Testing? Well, come along to the HiQA Geotechnical lab tour and 
talk on Friday the 7th of February from 5pm to gain a better understanding of the testing process and 
impacts to contractors. The tour and talk will be followed by a BBQ and a few drinks. HiQA’s lab facility is 
located at 1/6 Wedding Rd, Tivendale. RSVP ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au 
 

   

 

  

12 
FEB  

WEDNESDAY 
Traffic Management Training 

9.30 AM Do you understand the new code of practice?   
Do you know the changes to the Australian Standard? 

The Civil Contractors Federation in conjunction with the Traffic Management Association of Australia 
invite you to attend an Industry Briefing to discuss the new Code of Practice and revised Australian 
Standard for Traffic Management. 

This is your opportunity to hear from industry experts and give you the knowledge to best prepare your 
organisation to be effective when undertaking works that require traffic management.  Industry Expert, Dr 
Sullivan, the founding Director of "Solutions in Transport" will be the main presenter.  Dan has been 
leading a cultural change in guidance, training and registration for the Temporary Traffic Management 
Industry and was project manager for the Austroads Safety at Road Worksites Project. Dan is an advocate 
and champion for change and improved safety in the Temporary Traffic Management Industry. 

Light refreshments will be provided at the conclusion of the briefing. 

Contact Ann on 0418 826 168 or ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au for bookings. 
 

  

2020 UPCOMING EVENTS 
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New Member Profiles 
 
 
 

 

Remote Industries Australia Pty Ltd (RIA), trading as Remote Concrete NT, is a Territorian owned and 
operated company - founded in early 2012. 

 With our Head Office in Tennant Creek and laydown yard in Katherine, our civil construction and concrete 
supply & install company works include pavement widening, shoulder strengthening, gravel resheet, 
culverts, floodways, tourist entry statements, intersection upgrades, concrete supply (via traditional weigh 
batch plants with Agi’s and also Volumetric batching plant systems), excavations, formwork, steel fixing, 
place and finish, reinforcing supplies and related civil works. 

 RIA has successfully completed a range of projects for a multitude of clients such as the Northern Territory 
Government (DIPL) and local governments such as McDonnell Range Regional Council and Roper Gulf 
Regional Council, CPB Contractors, Gemco BHP Billiton, Gebie Civil and Construction, Bechtel, Sitzler, 
Hutchinson Builders and local cattle stations. 

We are known for our high Indigenous engagement across all of our projects we have undertaken and our 
exemplary health, safety, environment and quality standards.  We pride ourselves on our ability to build 
strong community partnerships not only in Tennant Creek but in each and every community we are 
involved with.  

Our track record of timely completion, high Indigenous engagement and training outcomes is a testament 
to our commitment to building strong communities.” 
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Micronised Mineral Solutions Pty Ltd (MMS) a mineral earths company focused on offering high quality 
mineral products and whole of service in informed, economic and innovative ways.  

Established in Darwin in 2007 by Company Directors, Leon and Glenys Tarrant, to service the mining, oil 
& gas, civil and agricultural sectors throughout Northern Australia.  MMS has developed a specialised 
capability in the application of calcium carbonate and its derivatives to decontaminate acid water 
produced on mine sites, restore pH balance to soils and treatment of acid sulphate soils in the 
agricultural and civil/industrial sectors. 

MMS provides a complete service vertically integrated from mine to product to meet our client 
requirements.  Our modern purpose built facility is ideally located in East Arm, close to the Darwin port 
and train terminals, with specialised manufacturing equipment including twin vertical roller mills, in-
house laboratory facility, multiple road train access, road tankers, ISO and purpose built tipping 
containers for client delivery options. 

MMS ensures the production of high quality fine ground minerals with the added capacity to accurately 
blend specialty products to suit client requirements. Our products include Quicklime, Hydrated Lime, 
MMS Calci Flour - fine ground calcium carbonate, MMS Gyp Flour – high quality calcium sulphate 
(gypsum), Dolomite and Barite.  

MMS are owners of mineral deposits located throughout the Northern Territory containing Limestone 
and Barium Sulphate and take pride as minerals specialists for the manufacture and supply of industrial 
and agricultural minerals.  

 

 

Training and Apprenticeship Awards 2019 
 
The future of our Industry relies upon our future generations so would like to acknowledge them once 
again for their awards and achievements when they were recognised at the Earth Awards in June 2019.  
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2020 TRAINEE & APPRENTICE AWARDS 

nominations now open for 

First Year Apprentice of the Year 

NT Mature Age Achiever 

Indigenous Trainee Award 

Rae Snodgrass Apprentice of the Year 

 

2020 SUBBIE OF THE YEAR 

AWARD 

Nominations now open 

 

 

 

Looking to promote your business? Award category sponsorships are available. 
Contact us on ccfnt@ccfnt.com.au  

 

2020 Civil Contractors Federation NT 

 Earth Awards Gala Dinner 
incorporating the 

CCFNT Trainee and Apprentice Awards 

6.00PM FRIDAY 26 JUNE 

Expressions of Interest  
CLOSE 

FRIDAY 24 April 

Submissions 
DUE 

FRIDAY 8 May 
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07 
FEB  

FRIDAY 

5.00 PM 
HiQA Lab Tour 
1/6 Wedding Road,  Tivendale  NT 
Followed by BBQ & drinks  

 
 

 

12 
FEB  

WEDNESDAY 
9.30 AM 

CCFNT / TMAA traffic Management Briefing 
Territory Conference Room (Ground Floor) Development House 
76 The Esplanade, Darwin   Followed by Light refreshments  

 
 

 

25 
MAR  

WEDNESDAY 

 CCFNT / DIPL Darwin Information Session 

 
 

 

01 
APR  

WEDNESDAY 
 CCFNT / DIPL Alice Springs Information Session 

 
 

 

08 
APR  

WEDNESDAY 

 CCFNT / DIPL Katherine Information Session 

   

26 
JUN  

FRIDAY 
6.00 PM Earth Awards / Training Awards Gala Dinner 

 
 

 

18 
JUL  

SATURDAY 
1.00 PM 

CCFNT / TMAA Ladbrokes Derby Day 
Darwin Turf Club 

 
 

 

27 
AUG  

THURSDAY 
 CCFNT AGM 

   

09 
SEP  

WEDNESDAY 
 

CCFNT / DIPL Information Session 
Darwin 

 
 

 

20 
NOV 

FRIDAY 
 CCF National Earth Awards 

 
 

 

27 
NOV 

FRIDAY 
12.30 PM CCFNT President's Christmas Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EVENT CALENDAR   

Visit our web site 

STAY INFORMED  (CLICK ON LINKS BELOW) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CCFNT
https://www.facebook.com/CCFNT
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CCFNT thanks our valued sponsors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019-2020 CCFNT BOARD  

 

 
Ian Hinchliffe   

President 

 
 

President Ian Hinchliffe  Ostojic Group 

Vice-President Sam Sage  SAGE Constructions 

National Board Member Mike Cull  Halkitis Bros 

Treasurer Pat Coleman  Top End Line Markers 

Directors Jacob Skewes  Aldebaran Contracting 

John Klaas  Allan King & Sons Construction 

Scott Chapman  East Arm Civil 

Mic Bellis  NT Bitumen & Asphalt 

Mark Wilkes  Sitzler 

Chief Executive Officer Tom Harris 
 


